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Does Prayer Make A 


Difference? 


God, Prayer, and What’s 
Between the Lines 

with Rabbi Camille Shira Angel 
Open to the Community! 
Wednesday, January 21,7 -9 pm 


Learn the basics and secrets about 
Jewish ways of believing in and reach- 
ing Out to God. What is the Jewish pur- 
pose of prayer books and services? 
Why go? What if “it’s boring”? What if 
“T’m not sure I believe”? 


This one-time class is free to members, 
$12 for non-members. 


Talmud for Busy 


People 


Friday, January 23, 2003 

12 Noon - 1:00 pm 

off-site in the Flood Building 
Conference Room, 870 Market St. 
at Powell, Room 838 


Have you always been interested in 
exploring the ‘Oral Torah,’ but found 
that because of work and personal com- 
mitments, you just don’t have the time? 
Well not to fear! We are bringing the 
Talmud to you! Join Rabbi Camille 
Shira Angel monthly for lunch and dia- 
logue (you’ve gotta eat, right?). 


This exciting monthly opportunity will 
provide an introduction to the study of 
Talmud from a liberal perspective. We 
will explore fascinating passages that 
deal with defining the nights of the indi- 
vidual, specifically focusing on the 
modern day ethical questions that face 
us as Jews. 


These sessions are open to Sha’ar 
Zahav members and their guests. All 
are welcome. If you have any questions 
or to RSVP, please contact Melanie 
Kushnir (415 861-6932 x305) or 
mkushnir@shaarzahav.org. 
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Sha’ar Zahav Rainbow Fund 5764 


to Launch in January 


The Rainbow Fund 5764 is Congregation 
Sha’ar Zahav’s new annual appeal to our 
members and friends. This appeal adds a 
new ingredient to the mix of financial 
strategies that sustain our vibrant syna- 
gogue and Jewish community. As reported 
in CSZ President Arthur Slepian’s letter to 
you in November, our current level of dues 
and donations do not achieve the funding 
needed to sustain the ambitious calendar of 
events and programs we’ve developed. 


Based on a critical review of both income 
and expenses, the fundraising committee 
was asked to develop new ways of support- 
ing community life at Sha’ar Zahav. Our 
Annual Rainbow Fund is one ingredient in 
our plan to improve the long-term financial 
health and overall well being for our con- 
gregation this year and into the future. 


Over the past several years Sha’ar Zahav’ 


has moved into a beautiful new building 
that is now full of life and activity almost 
every day of the year. On any given day it 
is brimming with classes, worship, meet- 
ings and study. Congregants study in the 
library, sing together in our sanctuary, 


share meals and catch up in our oneg room. 
The hallways ring with the voices of chil- 
dren. We are not the same community we 
were 25 years ago, but our mission today is 
more vital than ever. Each of us must act 
now to ensure that we have the financial 
resources needed to support the program- 
ming, education and staff that make Sha’ ar 
Zahav such a vibrant community. 


Your gift to the Rainbow Fund 5764 will: 


e Sustain our active Kehillah Kedushah 
—Holy Community. 


¢ Support innovative learning for adults and 
children. 


¢ Maintain Congregation Sha’ar Zahav’s 
historic voice. 

Our synagogue needs members to be dav- 
eners, doers, and donors. During the 
months of January and February, we will 
be asking you to fulfill the mitzvah of sup- 
porting your congregation by becoming a 
Rainbow Fund donor. Help us to sustain 
the very special community that is 
Congregation Sha’ar Zahav. 


Music in the Mishkan Begins | 


Music in the Mishkan opens its fifth sea- 
son on Sunday, February 15, 2004 at 4 pm 
with a program entitled Piano and Strings. 
CSZ member and violinist Randy Weiss 
will be joined by his friends Gwendolyn 
Mok (pianist), Natalia Vershilova (violist) 
and Victoria Ehrlich (cellist). 


The program offers something for every 
musical taste. It opens with French com- 
poser Gabriel Fauré’s exciting Piano 
Quartet in C Minor and continues with 
Jewish Czech composer Gideon Klein’s 
haunting Duo for Violin and Cello. The 
program ends with Johannes Brahms’ 


Piano Quartet in A Major, a masterpiece 
of the Romantic Era. 


As usual, Randy promises that he and his 
friends will offer entertaining and inform- 
ative commentary about the music. A wine 
and beverage reception will follow the 
concert. 


For tickets, please fill out the order form 
that you will receive by mail, or contact 
CSZ Program Director Melanie Kushnir 
415/861-6932 ext. 305 or 

mkushnir @ shaarzahav.org 


Mark your calendars and we will see you 
on February 15! 


Rabbi’s Column 


Does Prayer 


Makea 
Difference? 


God, Prayer and What’s 
Between the Lines 


I have always found prayer diffi- 
cult. So often it seems like a fruit- 
less game of hide-and-seek where 
we seek and God hides... Yet I 
cannot leave prayer alone for 
long. My need drives me to God. 
And I have a feeling that God has 
reasons for hiding, and that final- 
ly all my seeking will prove infi- 
nitely worthwhile. And I am not 
sure what I mean by “finding.” 
Some days my very seeking seems 
like a kind of “finding.” And of 
course, if “finding” means the end 
of “seeking,” it were better to go 
on seeking. 

From Gates of Prayer 


Over the years, I have come to know sev- 
eral different siddurim intimately. I grew 
up with the Union Prayerbook and knew 
it’s translations by heart. I appreciated the 
choices offered by the big, blue Gates of 
Prayer. And I especially appreciated the 
gender-neutral version which was pub- 
lished prior to my ordination and which I 
used for the first five years of my rab- 
binate. Among my favorite prayerful read- 
ings, found in all three of these books, has 
always been the one above. When I read it 
as a meditation, it helps me to remember 
that I am not alone in my uncertainties. I 
feel as though I’ve been granted permis- 
sion to be part of the encounter, even with 
all my doubts. I can be vulnerable and at 
the same time grateful. 


In these last months with both my mother 
and Karen’s mother being ill, I have been 
ever aware of how much difference prayer 
can make. And I’ve become aware of how 
varied prayer can be... A loaf of home- 
made baked bread, for instance, is a 
prayer; a phone call conveying hopes and 
kind wishes can be a prayer. Knowing that 
people we barely know are directing their 
healing thoughts and energy towards our 
loved ones makes us feel close to 
Compassion and Loving-kindness, two 
Divine manifestations. 
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Prayer can be spon- 
taneous and it can be 
premeditated. It can 
falls Fouts eoteour 
mouths like a curse, 
as in “Damn it!”, but 
just as succinctly a 
blessing, “Thank 
you!” Everyday, 
everywhere we go, 
we carry with us the possibility of prayer — 
of soulful, heartfelt connection with one 
another, with God. 


Jewish prayer does not depend upon the 
prayerbook, and yet knowing what the tra- 
ditional siddur contains, which is much 
more than just prayers in the ordinary 
sense of the word, can help us get more out 
of our Jewish prayer practice. Later this 
month, on the evening of Wednesday, 
January 21, I will be teaching a two-hour 
session on making prayer more meaning- 
ful. 


I, myself, did not really know how to pray 
until I was privileged to study with a master 
prayer teacher, Rabbi Levi Weiman 
—Kelman, the spiritual leader of the 
Jerusalem Reform Synagogue, Kehillat Kol 
HaNeshama. His techniques and personal 
suggestions opened up a world of prayer 
possibility. 

Our Kabbalat Shabbat Sha’ar Zahav 
Siddur is at once traditional and radical. It 
represents a gorgeous and compelling syn- 
thesis of our highest values. I encourage 
you to reread the Summary of Guiding 
Principles found in the last pages of the 
siddur. To me, its very articulation is a 
prayer. It tells our story. It demonstrates 
our unique contribution and one day, 
please God, we will do well to publish it 
and make our legacy available. 


ee 


| CULLUM, & SENA 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


Divorce, Child Custody & 
Support 

Cobabitation Agreements 
Wills and Living Trusts 
Property Agreements 
and Disputes 


Same Gender Parenting 
Agreements and Disputes 


FREE INITIAL 
CONSULTION 


Fox Plaza 

1390 Market Street 
Suite 818 

San Francisco 
415-863-5300 
415-863-8596 fax 


CallomSena@aol. com Serving the community 


*Certifed Family Law Specialist for over 15 years 


Come and learn some basics and secrets 
about Jewish ways of believing in and 
reaching out to God. What’s the Jewish 
purpose for prayerbooks and services? 
Why go? What if “it’s boring”? What if 
“T’m not sure I believe”? I hope you’1] join 
me for what promises to be a lively 
exchange of ideas. 


The Jewish 
Gaily Forward 


January 2004 
Volume 27, Issue 6 


The Jewish Gaily Forward is published 11 times 
a year (monthly with a combined July-August 
issue) by Congregation Sha’ar Zahav, 290 Dolores 
St., San Francsico, CA 94103, 415/861-6932. 
Email: office @shaarzahav.org. Permission to 
reprint with attribution is hereby granted. 

Members of the congregation receive the 
Forward as part of their membership. Nonmembers 
can receive a Forward subscription for $36/year. 

Note that articles reflect the opinions of their 
author and not necessarily those of the congrega- 
tion or its committees. 


Members of the Newsletter Committee: 

¢ Chair and Editorial Coordinator 
Prudence Carter 

¢ Editing/proofreading/layout: 
Judith Cohen, Marjorie Hilsenrad, 
Rose Katz, Batya Kalis, Rita Losch, 
Karen Schiller 

¢ Design and layout: 
Dale Murphy 
Nuts-n-Bolts Graphics 
dale @ nutsnboltsgraphics.com 


Display ads are $15 per column inch with discounts 
available for frequency. Ads should be camera 
ready; any ads that require typesetting, camera 
and/or artwork will be subject to a one-time produc- 
tion charge. 

Classified ads are $5 for up to 20 words, plus $1 
for each additional 10 words. 

Payment must accompany ads and should be sent to 
Congregation Sha’ar Zahav, 290 Dolores St., San 
Francisco, CA 94103, marked: Attention Forward 
Advertising. We reserve the right to reject any ad. 


President’s Column 
Transitions 


The end of December marked the conclusion 
of Jay Miller’s six months with us as Interim | we 
Executive Director. I want to thank Jay for all 
of his efforts during this time. The leadership | 
of CSZ has benefited from Jay’s advice and 
counsel in a variety of important areas. 


When Jay joined us, we knew that his stay here would be a brief 
one. At the time, we imagined that near the end of his stay we 
would resume our search for a permanent Executive Director who 
would start early in 2004. We have now decided, for budgetary 
reasons, not to reopen that search, and the Executive Director 
position will remain unfilled at least through June, potentially 
longer. The Personnel Committee, the Officers and the Va’ad all 
continue to be strongly committed to the idea that CSZ needs an 
Executive Director. We are also acutely aware that we cannot 
afford to fill the position at this time. 


This decision has consequences. In 2004, we will be operating 
with a professional staff that is smaller than what we have had for 
several years. While we are rightfully proud of our traditions of 
lay leadership and volunteerism, we need also to acknowledge the 
enormous role played by our professional staff. The administra- 
tive effort needed to keep our congregation running is significant. 
And from an education and programming perspective, very little 
happens at Sha’ar Zahav without some involvement, often a siz- 
able one, by our staff. We are fortunate to have a very dedicated 
and committed staff, and we are proud of them as well. 


Beginning in January, Steven Angelides 
will be stepping into the role of 

Office Manager, and he will be taking on a 
variety of new administrative responsibili- 
ties. We are fortunate to have someone of 
Steven’s caliber on staff to take on this new 
role. And while Steven’s role will be affect- 
ed the most, he is not the only person on 


Nourish your values with 
your investments 


¢ Comprehensive personal financial 
planning aligned with your 
progressive values 

¢ Dynamic, principled, small business 
consulting 

° Fee-only CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER” specializing in Socially 
Responsible Investments ; 

* Free initial consultation \ ), 


Jim Frazin, CFP® 
415.337.4566 y 
jf@shibboleth.com é 


__ Jim Frazin, is an Investment Advisory 
#= Representative of First Affirmative Financial 
Network, LLC, an independent investment 


advisory firm registered with the SEC. tC —e—s—i 


‘Building stable 
relationships 
im our community 


See ee nme verssascssnuussevucsene 


staff whose role will see some change. To make this transition 
work, all of our outstanding staff, Gabby Volodarsky, Sue Bojdak, 
Melanie Kushnir, and Rabbi Angel, will need to play a part. As I 
write this, many of the details remain to be worked out, but I am 
confident that our staff has the skill and flexibility to make this 
work. 


Here are some important ways in which you can be of help: 


Be patient. When you call the synagogue to ask a question, make 
a request or leave a message, it may take a bit longer for someone 
to get back to you. (Of course, calls regarding the loss of loved 
ones or medical emergencies will be responded to with the appro- 
priate urgency.) 


Adjust your expectations. With a smaller staff, the roles and 
responsibilities of all the remaining staff, including the rabbi, will 
need to be restructured a bit to allow the synagogue to keep func- 
tioning smoothly. Everyone on staff will likely be a little less 
available to do the things we have come to expect. 


Volunteer. You will likely see notices in the weekly e-mail or 
other communications asking for volunteers to come on specific 
days or evenings to work on special projects: stuffing envelopes, 
preparing for events, greeting or monitoring the door. 


Contribute financially. Read the material in this issue of the JGF 
about the Rainbow Fund, our new annual campaign. And when 
you are called upon, give generously. 


Our professional staff is one of the greatest assets of our congre- 
gation. Working in partnership with them, and with knowledge of 
the challenges we face, I know that we can keep Congregation 
Sha’ar Zahav the vibrant and dynamic place we love. 


BONDS LIMITED, LLC uses a confidential, 

safe and comfortable process to 

bring together loving, stable 
same-gender companions committed 
to lifetime, monogamous relationships. 


Pee OTERO EUOR ETC E SO EEMHD YUU D DHE SHH HHEE BRE ROR RE EHH ESM EEMERNKEEH HHH EHHTU RAR O RNR MOSER TEER 


(Al) 989.7162 - (408) 998.762 
(702) 526.7172 - (B31) 373.7162 - (925) 682.7162 


info@bondslimited.com - www.bondslimited.com 
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CSZ First Friday Please Be in Touch 
Potluck Shabbat Dinner With Me 


Friday, February 6, 6:30-8:00 pm 


I am eager to be in touch with all members of the CSZ family 


Come celebrate Shabbat with other members of Congregation whenever there are occasions of joy or sadness in your lives. 
Sha’ar Zahav on the first Friday in February at 6:30 pm in the | Where there is a death in the family, please call me as soon 


oneg room. You, your family and friends are invited to participate as possible. We very much want to be there with you at a 
in the first-ever synagogue-wide potluck Shabbat dinner at time of grief. 


Congregation Sha’ar Zahav. We welcome and encourage you to 
bring your favorite salads, main courses, side dishes and desserts Rabbi Camille Shirw Angel 
for mutual sharing at the Shabbat table, as our community gathers 
to celebrate the joyous beginning of Shabbat. 
Remember that Shabbat services do not begin until 
8:15 pm on the first Friday of the month, so that we 
will have plenty of time to socialize and enjoy an 
unhurried meal. 


i we iie ASING 
ST PNW ae PT 
“Judy was fantastic, smart and effective 

i and made our refinance so simple.” 

This is the first time that we have held a congrega- -Filen Friedman & Louis Blumberg “Judy is my go-to mortgage banker — 


: . . ns ible, reliable and trustworthy. 

tion-wide Shabbat dinner within recent memory. ssanth ee aca id q y 

VOTRE : les ‘ees hop “\We were so happy with our first refinance, AU ERSTE Ue) SS USIRIS ILE 
our Kesher committee 1s always looking lor ways we came back for another loan!” expertise was an absolute joy. 

to bring newer members together with seasoned | -Nicole Grindle & Noel Kaufman SDS WIRE eg 

members to enjoy each other’s company, and to | 

become acquainted with our community. 


rated _ 
We would appreciate your letting the synagogue rigage 
office know if you are attending so that we can set PreeeiientMect et Mn 
up the oneg room to accommodate all who partici- SGREERE 
pate in this wonderful Shabbat dinner. RSVP 415 


861-6932 or Joel at jspringerlII@msn.com. 


1841 Market Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 
www.imc4loans.com 


415.575.4202 


Sha’ar Zahav 
Gift Shop 


For All Things Judaic 


the Jewish news weekly of Northern California 


Subscribe to J- and 
ia support Congregation 
Sha’ar Zahav 


50% of every new subscription will go to Congregation Sha’ar Zahav.* 


Formerly the Jewish Bulletin of Northern California, gJ- connects us as 
Jews, with all that we have in common, with all our differences. 


Candlesticks Matzah Covers Nlamian 


Mezzuzot Seder Plates Address: 
Jewelry Tallitot City, State, Zip: 
Phone: Email: 


Kiddush Cups Kippot 
1 $36/ONE YEAR Special Discounted Rate 


MC OVISA Card # 
Exp. Date: / / 


Send this form with check or credit card information to: 
J- the Jewish news weekly, 225 Bush St., #1480, S.F., CA. 94104 or call 415-263-7200 ext. 24 


Open Ist Friday, 7:30 - 8 pm, 
all other weeks, 6:45-7:20 pm 
or by appointment. 

A Call 861-6932 A 
a» peg 
ye Pax 


Sha‘ar Zahav 


*Offer valid for new subscriptions only with this form www.jewishsf.com 
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Family Kabbalat Shabbat 
Friday, January 9, 6:15 pm 


Meet, eat, sing and celebrate Shabbat with 
CSZ families and then stay for Friday night 
services. Families with children of all ages 
are encouraged to come. Dinner is vegetari- 
an potluck; please bring a dish to share. No 
RSVP required. Be a part of the ruach (spir- 
it) of our community and invite friends and 
family to join you. Shabbat Shalom! 


Young children age 2-7 are especially 
encouraged to join the Junior Junior Choir 
at services that evening. A brief practice 
session will follow dinner. 


Baby Chavurah 


Sunday, January 11, 10 am to noon 


Bring those under-twos out to play, sing and 
commune with like-minded babes and their 
parents. Join us for potluck brunch, play- 
time and socializing. This month we meet at 
the synagogue. Please bring your baby and 
a vegetarian dish. Older siblings are wel- 
come, as are nonmembers. Baby Chavurah 
meets the second Sunday of each month. 


Tot Shabbat 


Saturday, January 24, 
10:30 - 11:30 am 


Come celebrate Shabbat with your tot. 
Bring your 2- to 5-year-olds for singing, 
prayer, storytelling, crafts and Jewish fami- 
ly fun with Sandra Menachem, Early 
Childhood Education Specialist. Younger 
siblings and nonmembers are welcome. 


Kadimah Class 
Spotlight: Kitah Bet 


In their journey to understanding Tikkun 
Olam, Repair of the World, the 7- and 8- 
year olds of Kitah Bet study Jewish values 
and mitzvot, beginning with the self and 
reaching outward to the world. Under the 
guidance of teacher Kendra Lubalin, Kitah 
Bet students move from Shmirat Ha’Guf, 
Guarding the Body, to Rodef Shalom, 
Pursuing Peace. They are led on an 
extraordinary journey of empowerment 
teaching them that they are both equally 


Oimishpachah 


“ciate all oa 


capable and equally responsible, as Jews, 
to brush their teeth and to support world 
peace. Along the way, Kendra repeatedly 
invites them into the communal Jewish 
task of Tikkun Olam, asking her students 
what a 7- or 8-year-old child can do to 
move our mission forward and then make 
it happen right now. 


Recently, Kitah Bet was studying Kavod 
Av v’Ma, Honoring the Parents. Students 
agreed that one way to honor your parents 
is to bless them, as parents bless their chil- 
dren each Erev Shabbat. After studying the 
blessing over children, each student 
offered up a blessing or blessings they may 
want for their parents. You can see the 
beautiful and sometimes funny result on 
display in the oneg room and read in the 
box below. 


Blessing for Our Parents 
by Kitah Bet 
May God give you good health. 


May God give you healthy food to eat 
and take care of your bodies. 


May you have a good job and 
enough time. 


May you remember to give tzedakah 
and have time to listen to me read. 


I hope your life is not boring. 


May you be blessed with enough sleep 
and hugs and kisses. 


I hope you have a good day. 


I hope you have love and 
get to keep all your things. 


I will respect your things. 


I will listen to you and help you and 
play with you. 

May none of your kids run away. 

May God grant you respect, peace, 


a new baby, nice things, and 
fun things to do. 


May you be blessed with enough 
money, and may you spend time 
with your children and keep them safe. 


CSZ Youth Group 
Happenings: 


Dinner & Discussion 
Sunday, January 11, 6-9 pm 


Outing — Saturday, January 24, 1-4 pm 


Kick it with other CSZ youth. On January 
11, meet at the synagogue, walk to dinner 
and talk about things that really matter. On 
January 24, hang out on the town, have fun 
and be Jewish together. The youth group 
meets twice a month, once for dinner and 
discussion and once to go out and play. All 
events require youth to pay their own way. 
Contact Sue for a schedule of events and 
the details of this month’s happenings. 


In Appreciation of 


Jen Levinson 


CSZ says farewell and thank you to 
Kadimah teacher Jen Levinson. After 
seven and half years of extraordinary 
teaching in our school, Jen is leaving us to 
focus her energies on the completion of her 
Masters in Education degree. Jen has 
made an important impact on the lives of 
many young people during her tenure. Jen 
will be missed. 


Bnei Mitzvah Reminder 


Bat Mitzvah of Charlotte Halloran- 
Couch is February 14. 


Kadimah resumes after 
winter holiday on January 10. 
There is NO KADIMAH - January 17. 


Contact Sue Bojdak, 
Director of Family and 
Children’s Education, 
(415/861-6932 x302 or 
educator @ shaarzahav.org) 
for more information 
about any of these programs 
or to RSVP. 
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CSZ Honored at Circles of Hope 


On November 15,CSZ was honored at the Metropolitan 
Community Foundation’s fourth annual Circles of Hope awards 
banquet and fundraiser, along with Harvey Milk and other indi- 
viduals and organizations who have contributed to the LGBT 
community over the past 25 years. Rabbi Angel accepted the 
award on behalf of CSZ, telling the crowd, “I feel like I’m the 
luckiest rabbi in the world.” Other honorees included the San 
Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus, The San Francisco Lesbian and 
Gay Marching Band, Theater Rhinoceros, Olivia and designer of 
the rainbow flag, Gilbert Baker. 


The event included a silent auction, a live auction, entertainment 
and good food. We saw a film about the social action work sup- 
ported by the Metropolitan Community Foundation, including 
providing showers and food for the homeless. We were reminded 
that by working to support LGBT rights, by working to end pover- 
ty, homelessness and hopelessness, we were part of Supervisor 
Milk’s legacy. All in all, it was a fun and inspiring evening. 


Where can you find great Passover 
candy and do a mitzvah at the same 
time? Right here! 


No need to search the Bay Area for those special Passover treats 
that sustain you through the long bread-free week. The Children’s 
Education Board (CEB) and the children of Kadimah are bringing 
New York Barton’s Passover candies straight from NY to you! 


JEWISH BOOKS GIFTS & ARTS 


Your Jewish Lifestyle Store 


3042 Claremont Avenue, (510) 655-1977 


& 


Whether it’s the chocolate macaroons you must have or the milk 
chocolate matzah, we can meet the need of your Passover sweet 
tooth with the added bonus of supporting CSZ’s Family and 
Children’s Education programs. Look for candy sellers before 
Friday night services during the whole month of January to take 
your orders, or pick up an order form on the door of the Education 
Office and send it to CSZ with a check today. 


Earnings Devoted to Philanthropy 


SINAI MEMORIAL CHAPEL 


CHEVRA KADISHA 


San Francisco 

1501 Divisadero St. 

(415) 921-3636 
FD 262 


Lafayette 
3415 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 
(925) 962-3636 
FD 1523 
www.sinaichapel.org 
Pre-need funeral arrangements available 


Gene B. Kaufman, Executive Director 
Helen Schwartz, Pre-need Counselor 


Want to be the 
First to Know 
The News? 


Then join the 
Newsletter 
Committee. We are 
always looking for 
people with writing 
or editing skills who 
want to know every- 
thing that's going on 
in the synagogue. 


jpoad 


Hagig eae 


% Wedding Canopies 
Wall Hangings 


Judaica 
Tallitot, Kippot, Chuppot 


Wearable Art 
Hats and Bags 
K Quilts 
« Additional Fiber Arts 


For more 
information, contact 
Prudence Carter 
(pruc@ sbcglobel.net) 


Trudi Chamoff Hauptman 
80 Pinehurst Way 
San Francisco, CA 94127 
(415) 385-3151 ¢ truhand@aol.com 


® ATTORNEYS AT 


LEGAL HELP? Contact David Gellman 


ESTATE PLANNING —BUSINESS LAW —REAL ESTATE — LITIGATION — CONDOMINIUM CONVERSION 
TENANCY-IN-COMMON — PROBATE —PERSONAL INJURY — EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION 
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1388 Sutter Street, Suite 1000, San Francisco 94109-5494 
Phone: 415-673-5600 -- Email: DGellman@g3mh.com 


Social BS 
Action Se: 
Connection 


by Susan Lubeck, co-chair 


Join CSZ for 


Community Tree 
Planting 


Join us in celebrating Tu Bishvat on 
Saturday February 7, from 10 am-12 noon 
for services and tree planting in Bernal 
Heights. Look for more specific informa- 
tion in the coming weeks. Or contact ajs- 
parkles@mac.com for more information. 


Dinner with 


Homeless Neighbors 


Every Wednesday 


You can support and connect with home- 
less San Franciscans. Join us at Most Holy 
Redeemer in the Castro. Show up any time 
between 3 pm and 9 pm to join a dedicated 
and inspiring community of people and 
make connections with homeless neigh- 
bors. On arrival, look for Larry Wong of 
Congregation Sha’ar Zahay. For more 
information, contact ajsparkles@mac.com. 


Honduras Recovery 
Project with the 
American Jewish 
World Service 


Interested in helping organize a mind- and 
heart-opening trip to Honduras to help with 
health care and flood recovery? We now 
have two people interested in working on 
this, but a point person is needed to help us 
gauge interest and take it from there. 


For more information, contact 
susanlubeck @ aol.com. 


Yahrzeits 


9 Jerome Davis 
18 Keith Fenton 
20 George Ash 
31 Cheryl Ovis 


Birthdays 


Shelli Rawlings-Fein EE 


p 
2 Steph Cohen 
3 Kimberly Warsaw 
4 Anthony Serio 
5) Jonathan Bell 
5 Desmond Bernstein 
6 Nathan Robinson 
6 Ronni Hayon 
7 Leah Finch 
7 Paul Whitmore 
9 Amalia Cymrot-Wu 
gy Marius Greenspan 
9 Stefan Lynch 
10 Bernard Schertzer 
11 Dvora Honigstein 
12 Florence Nacamulli 
12 Tiela Chalmers 
13 Alapai Michels 
14 Michael Schwartz 
14 Louisa Stone 
14 Sophie Hogan-Cytron 
16 Deena Lahn 
17 Gabriel Meyer Edlin 
18 Sarah Adler 
19 Mike Rankin 
20 Eileen Lynette 
20 Ruby Cymrot-Wu 
21 Jim Acerra 
22 Nathan Kling 
wap Marvin Bernstein 
22 Laureen Kim 
2B Julia Schulman 
24 Malik Bernstein 
24 Kevin Johnson 
24 Jonathan Williamson 
25 Neil Hart 
DT Elliot Klein 
2 Mike Klayman 
27 Howard Hahn 
29 Jacob Montgomery 
30 Ruth Schoenbach 
31 Nora Downs 
Anniversaries 


14 Amy Cunninghis and 


15 
16 
119) 
23 


26 


Karen Golinski 


Barbara Becker and 


Ellen Press 


Ida Kuluk and Susan Spott 
Nancy Igdaloff and Monica Levin 
Stephen Hauptman and 


Trudi Hauptman 


We 


Raa 


See 


Wi 


Wi 


David Steinberg and Gregory Foley 


Dw) 
Ws 


Oneg, Flower and 
Childcare 
Sponsorships 


11/7 

Oneg was sponsored by Judith Holiber 
and Kim Warsaw in honor of 
their Sth wedding anniversary. 

11/14 

Oneg was sponsored by Avi Goldberg 
and Will Garcia in honor of Shai 
Garrett Garcia-Goldberg’s naming. 

11/15 

Oneg was sponsored by Naomi Szoke in 
honor of Red Bennett becoming 
Bar Mitzvah. 

11/21 

Bimah flowers were sponsored by Shela 
Pearl in honor of the naming of 
her grandsons, Kai Solomon 
Duncan Bernard-Pearl and Joshua 
Roni Bernard-Pearl. 

Oneg was sponsored by Steve Polsky and 
Mark Oliver in honor of Gabriel 
Rainer Oliver-Polsky’s naming. 

11/22 

Oneg was sponsored by Pamela Bernard 
in honor of the naming of her 
grandsons, Kai Solomon Duncan 
Bernard-Pearl and Joshua Roni 
Bernard-Pearl. 

11/28 

Bimah flowers were sponsored by Batya 
Kalis in memory of her mother, 
Esther Kalis. 


Se 
SS 


Condolences 
Avi Goldberg, on the death of his uncle, 
Raymond Holtz. 


Ruth Rainero & Pieter de Haan, on the 
death of their friend, Bill Dworkin. 


Nancy Silverrod, on the death of her 
aunt, Ruth Hornfeld. 


Clarissa Kripke, on the death of her 
grandfather, Erwin Dresher. 


Kileen & Jonah Levy, on the death of 
their uncle and great-uncle, 
Harry Konel. 


Jerry Rosenstein, on the death of his 
friend, Ann Lenway. 
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Donations 
AIDS Fund Donation 


Arnie Jackson 
- in memory of Richard D. Wright. 


Bikkur Cholim Fund 


Allan Berenstein 
- in memory of Harry Berenstein. 


Jonathan Funk 
- in honor of Pearl Funk and a speedy 
recovery. 


Childcare Sponsorship 


Joan Goldman 
- in honor of Aaron 
Goldman-Maclaclan’s becoming 
bar mitzvah. 


General Fund 
Charles Bello. 


Geoff Benjamin, Craig Persiko & 
Serafina Persiko Benjamin 
- in honor of Marti and 
Shelli Rawlings-Fein. 
- in honor of the birth of 
Shai Garrett Garcia-Goldberg. 


Barrett Brick & Antonio Ruffini. 


Steven Elman and Tom Holt 
- in honor of Tsipora Prochovnick’s 
becoming bat mitzvah. 


Sheryl Flatow. 
Stephen & Trudi Hauptman. 
Steven Horowitz. 


Arnie Jackson 
- in memory of Richard D. Wright. 


Marc Lipschutz 
- in memory of Erwin C. Dresher. 


Eve Meyer 
- in memory of Hans Meyer, MD 
and Marion Meyer. 


Phyllis & George Mintzer 
- in memory of Dolores Urban. 


Karen Sawislak. 


Arthur Slepian 

- in honor of David Gellman's 
50th birthday. 

- in honor of Tsipora Prochovnick’s 
becoming bat mitzvah. 

- in honor of Sharyn Saslafsky's 
23 years of service leading the 
PR committee. 

- in honor of Claudia Bernard and 
Steve Weitz for chairing the 
Congregational Advance. 

- in honor of Howard Steiermann for 
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We know why you live here 


_ Let us make home ownership in San Francisco a reality for you. 


Experienced, friendly and responsive to your needs and dreams. 
We work for you from initial search to closing and beyond. 


Guarantee Mortgage 


415.441.5050 x216 


A full service mortgage consultant. A full service realtor. 
An exceptional team fro all your needs. 


his two years of work as chair of Pieter de Haan & Ruth Rainero 
the Ritual Committee. - in memory of Bill Dworkin. 
-inh f The Kabbalat Sh re ; 
ee tea rage sO Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
Ensemble. : 
- in honor of Red Bennett’s becoming Steven Wiesner 
bar mitzvah. - in memory of Frances Magar. 
Abra-Ellen Tockerman. Lonnie Weiss. 


Michael Zimmerman 
- in honor of Tsipora Prochovnick’s 
becoming bat mitzvah. 


High Holiday Pledges 

Marianne Balin and Prudence Carter. 
Mark Gershman and Tony Harris. 
Michael Kurokawa. 

Florence and Steven Nacamulli. 


Nurit Robinson. 


David Stein. 

Robert Tat. 

Janet Traub 

Eric Weiss. Serving families of the Jewish faith since 1851 
Ami Zusman. : : 

Designated section for members of 
Music Fund Congregation Sha’ar Zahav 
Jonathan Funk, Steve Weitz and 

Kipp Leyser For information, please call 
- in honor of Anna Lichtenberg for her Stephen E. Weiner 
composition and musical assistance Director of Sales 
at High Holidays. 650/756-3633 


Naches 


o/ 
Karen Golinski and (e IX 
Amy Cunninghis on 
the final adoption of their son, 
Daniel Caleb Golinski. 


Mark Oliver and Steve Polsky, on the 
naming of their son, Gabriel Oliver- 
Polsky during Shabbat services on 
Friday, November 21. 


Deirdre and Lisa Bernard-Pearl, on the 
naming of their sons, Kai and Joshua 
Bernard Pearl during Shabbat services 
on Saturday, November 22. 


Will Garcia and Avi Goldberg, on the 
naming of their son, Shai Garrett 
Garcia-Goldberg during Shabbat serv- 
ices on Friday, November 14. 


Patricia Lin, who was invited by the 
Berkeley Fellowship of Unitarian 
Universalists to be guest sermonizer 
on Sunday, November 23. 


Classifieds 


PSYCHOTHERAPY: 
A safe place to talk about life transition, 
relationship turmoil, emotional upheaval, 
existential crises... or simple, everyday 
concerns. Jody Reiss, LCSW (#15289). 
415/401-9482 


HEBREW/TORAH TROPE 
INSTRUCTION: 
Private tutoring/groups. Over 100 
satisfied customers since 1999! 
Contact Kenny Altman at 415/379-9783, 
kennyaltman @earthlink.net 


ALL THINGS MACINTOSH: 
Internet making you crazy? Mysterious 
freezes? Troubleshooter for hire! 
Improve Performance. Software 
Support/Tutoring/& More. References. 
Roslyn 510/526-1209. 
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Synagogue Information 


Congregation Sha’ar Zahav 


290 Dolores Street 
415/861-6932 (voice); 415/861-6081 (fax) 
office @shaarzahav.org (email) * http://www.shaarzahay.org (web) 


CSZ Staff 


Rabbi 
Camille Shira Angel (x301) 
¢ rabbiangel @ shaarzahav.org 


Program Director 
Melanie Kushnir (x305) 
¢ mkushnir@ shaarzahav.org 


Director of Children’s and Family Education 
Sue Bojdak (x302) 
¢ educator @ shaarzahav.org 


Kadimah Head Teacher 
Phyllis Mintzer 


Office Manager 
Steven Angelides (x304) 
* steven @ shaarzahav.org 


Rabbi’s Assistant 
Gabby Volodarsky (x310) 
¢ gabby @shaarzahav.org 


Officers 
President, Arthur Slepian 
(415/452-9143) 
cszpres @pacbell.net 
Vice President, Rose Katz 
Vice President, Alex Ingersoll 
Treasurer, Karen Schiller 
Recorder, Drew Parker-Rose 


Va’ad Members 
Lisa Katz (ex officio) 
Marianne Balin 
Barbara Cymrot 
Ron Edelman 
Tony Harris 
Leslie Kane 
Gail Ludwig 
Ron Miguel 
Rachel Timoner 
Marc Wernick 


Members wishing to contact any Va’ad member 
or committee chair are invited to obtain his or 
her number from the synagogue office. 


Member of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations and the World Congress of Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Jews 


Committee Chairs 


Adult Education, Ron Edelman and 
Joss Eldredge 

Baby Chavurah, by committee 

Bequests and Donations, open 

Bikkur Cholim, open 

Book Group, Mark Mackler 

Building and Grounds, Beth Sousa 

Bylaws, Howard Steiermann 

Children’s Education Board, Howard Herman 

Cemetery, Open 

Dues, Tiela Chalmers 

East Bay Chavurah, Ida Kuluk and 
Larry Wexler 

Endowment Fund, David Stein 

Experiment in Congregational Education, 
Dan Bellm 

Finance, Karen Schiller 

Fine Arts, Barbara Cymrot 

Fund Development, Marianne Balin and 
Tony Harris 

Gift Shop, Jeff Rubin 

Israel Committee, Miki Goralsky and 
Steve Mazer 

Kesher/Connection, Kelly Cytron and 
Geri Kahn 

Leadership Development, Diana Buchbinder 

Library, Bernard Schertzer 

Long-Range Planning, Claudia Bernard and 
Geoff Benjamin 

Membership Outreach, Tony Harris 

Newsletter, Prudence Carter 
* pruc@sbcglobal.net 

Outreach, Prudence Carter 

Past Presidents’ Council, David Gellman 

Personnel, Jeff Sherman 

Public Relations, Marc Wernick 

Rabbi Liaison, Ora Prochovnick 

Ritual, Steve Weitz 

Social Action, AJ Turpin-Fried, Susan Lubeck 

UAHC National Liaison, Mike Rankin 

UAHC Regional Liaison, Daniel Chesir 

WCGLBJO Liaison, David Gellman 

Web and I.T., Drew Parker-Rose 


Bikkur Cholim: If you or a friend who is a 
member of Sha’ar Zahav is ill in the hos- 
pital or at home, and would like to have a 
member of the Bikkur Cholim Committee 
call or visit, please notify the synagogue 
office. 


Sponsor an Oneg Shabbat! 


Sponsoring the oneg Shabbat following services is a lovely 
and generous way to commemorate a special occasion. 
Please call the CSZ office for more information. 


Mark Your Calendar! 


Congregation Sha’ar Zahav 


Scholar-In-Residence Weekend 
With 
Rabbi Benay Lappe 


February 20-22, 2004 
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